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Arizona

BY MRS. ROBIN MEYERSON,
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 

More than one hundred mem-
bers of the Scottsdale and
Phoenix community, including
teachers, parents, family, rebbeim,
and board members, joined in cel-
ebration on Tuesday, June 14, as
the seven inaugural students
completed Gemara Maseches
Megillah. It was an inspiring
evening that included the partici-
pation of the bachurim, rebbeim,
community members and
Rabbanim, as well as a special

guest, Rabbi Sheftel Neuberger,
menahel of Ner Israel, who deliv-
ered a warm and uplifting
address.

The siyum was just the begin-
ning of this special evening, as
each of the individual school
board members presented the
bachurim with certificates in
excellence in various subjects
including math, science, Torah,
Gemara, middos, creativity and
davening. The community board
members and their wives, Mr. and
Mrs. Morris Friedman, Mr. and
Mrs. David Segal, Mr. and Mrs.
Albert Usapov, Mr. and Mrs. Ezra
Zilcah and Mr. and Dr. Daniel
Feld, congratulated each bachur
as the boys gave their individual
speeches of appreciation to their
rebbeim, families and community. 

Each bachur expressed his
gratitude for the warmth shown
to him by the community, and
described his love and apprecia-
tion for Rabbi Yossie Semel, rebbi
for the first year. The bachurim
also warmly thanked each of the
teachers in math, biology, history
and English. One bachur
expressed his desire to continue
learning Torah all summer long,
because the Torah is like dessert
and “you always have room for
more delicious stuff!” 

Rabbi Shimon Green of
Congregation Ohr HaTorah
addressed the crowd next.
Recalling the early days in

Baltimore when Ner Israel had its
beginnings, Rabbi Green encour-
aged the Phoenix and Scottsdale
community in its efforts to build
their own great yeshivah. Rabbi
Green introduced the guest
speaker, Rabbi Sheftel Neuberger,
menahel of Ner Israel.

As Rabbi Neuberger addressed
the attendees, he told them that
he had especially enjoyed listen-
ing to the remarks of each bachur;
it was clear to him that they had
experienced a year of tremendous
growth. He asserted that the per-
sonal development of the

bachurim was clearly evident at
the end of this outstanding first
year of the yeshivah, and certainly
this boded well for the yeshivah’s
future. 

Addressing the bachurim
directly, Rabbi Neuberger then
discussed how Hashem created
seven pillars of the world through
the seven books of the Torah. The
Gemara explains that Sefer
Bamidbar is really three different

books, with the upside-down nun
as the divider between several
unfortunate events. Rabbi
Neuberger noted that this serves
to mark a separation between
what came before and what came
after. He also explained that the
pivotal unfortunate event was
how the Yidden left Har Sinai
“like a child running out of
school,” which was the beginning
of several unfortunate events that
followed. 

When a child runs out of
school, his action represents a
certain attitude of leaving a con-
trolled environment for the free-
dom of the streets, and that may
turn out to be a critically unfortu-
nate event. Our people made a
terrible mistake when they left
Har Sinai because of their strong
desire for a physically “normal”
life. 

Rabbi Neuberger implored the
bachurim to exercise caution.
They will be leaving the wonder-
ful environment of the Yeshivah
High School of Arizona with so
much Torah and yiras Shamayim,
but it is vital that they take the
yeshivah with them into the sum-
mer, from the moment they wake
up in the morning, with davening,
as well as during the course of
their recreation. 

Rabbi Neuberger stressed to
the boys that they do things in a
balanced way, always remember-
ing that they are yeshivah
bachurim. He urged them not to
act like the Jews who ran away
from Har Sinai.

Rabbi Gavriel Goetz, Rosh
Yeshivah of Yeshivah High School
of Arizona, ended the evening by
thanking the yeshivah staff, com-
munity, and rebbeim for their sup-
port during the first year. He gave
special thanks to the bachurim for
making the siyum, enabling the
entire community to share in the
celebration.

The bachurim making a siyum on maseches Megillah with Rabbi Yossie Semel,
rebbi, and Rabbi Gavriel Goetz, menahel of Yeshivah High School of Arizona.

Yeshivah High School of Arizona
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