
A word from our Corporate

Sponsor: 

 

MITZVAH OF JELLY DONUT
During the miracle of Chanukah, 

1 day's worth of oil lasted 8 days.

 In order to commemorate this

properly, one must eat a jelly

donut that consists of 8 days worth

of oil, but only lasts 1 day.
                                                              

 

Dvar Torah
Q. In Proverbs (6:23), it says “נר מצוה ותורה אור”: A mitzvah is a candle and Torah is

light. How does this relate to the candles of the Menorah?

 

A. Every night, we add an extra candle to the Menorah. Since fire is Torah and candles

are mitzvos, this teaches us that we should never be happy with what we did the day

before, but we should always strive to improve our observance of mitzvos and studying

Torah. The Chanukah candles commemorate the Menorah in the Beis Hamikdash, but

there are many differences between them. In the Beis Hamikdash, they lit the Menorah

inside during the afternoon, whereas nowadays, we light the Menorah at night by a

window facing the street. This teaches us that we should not only light up our house, but

we must also illuminate the places where we go. Now we are in exile, and we do not have

our beloved Beis Hamikdash. Times are as dark as ever and it is not enough to light a

candle and keep it to ourselves, but we must go to the darkest of places and illuminate

them. When we learn Torah and do mitzvos, we light up the world. Always remember that

even a                                           tiny spark can light up the darkest room.                

By Elan Neuman
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Power of Chanukah Light

 

How is it that one flicker of light,

Can illuminate the dark;

And the bad inside of us,

Can be destroyed by a spark.

Chanukah is a special time of year,

You cherish every moment;

Sometimes life can be hard,

You face your greatest opponent.

When you're with your family,

It feels a lot better;

So try to be happy,

Even if you just get a sweater.

We get presents and eat jelly donuts,

And yeah, that’s fun;

But Chanukah is much more than that,

Whether it’s mother to daughter or father to son.

Don’t take life for granted,

Appreciate every moment;

From every minute we have with the Torah,

To every drop of oil for the menorah.

We love our family,

And are close with our friends;

So be with them as much as you can,

Before this holiday ends.

I wish you all a happy Chanukah,

And remember to love the people around you;

Because even when you're feeling down,

They will always love you too!

 

By Akiva Schnitzer

 

M'Doraisa one is obligated to eat a jelly donut on the first

night and then increase the amount of donuts each night.

Hilchos Jelly Donuts

 

1.

 

2. M'Drabbanan you can be yotzei with a custard or a

chocolate donut.

 

3. One is not yotzei with a donut without a filling even

b'diavad; therefore one must go back and eat another donut

with a proper filling.

 

4. Each donut must contain enough oil to light the menorah

that night.

 

5. There are those who are machmir to have a donut that

contains enough oil to light a menorah for the entire Yom

Tov.

 

6. Minimum shiur of oil in a donut is at least one cup of oil.

 

7. You are not yotzei on any night until you ate enough

donuts that you cannot tell the difference between a candle

and a light bulb.

 

8. In time of great need, one can be yotzei with a gluten free

donut.
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What did Zeus
 say to Atlas?

Hold up!

French Fries aren't
 actually fried in

France.They're fried in
Greece!

I realize the writer of the
Iliad and the Odyssey was
better than me every time

I enter my house I am
home, but he was Homer!

Did you know
 in Greece they electrocute

their yogurt?
Yeah it was quite 
a cultural shock!

Why did parking tickets
increase after Persephone
was kidnapped?Demeter

wasn't working!



The miracle of the story of Yehudit is one of the many

miracles of Chanukah. Within the holiday, we see an

overarching theme of miracles, from the hidden oil to the

story of Yehudit. It is all tied by one thing, supernatural G-dly

intervention, and phenomena solely by the hand of G-d. Most

of our miracles: the menorah burning seven extra days,

finding a single jar of oil that should not exist, the military

victory of few over many, and others are all virtually

unexplainable. Yet when we get to the story of Yehudit, it

seems to be solely celebrating the hand of a single person, a

feat that could be accomplished seemingly without the

intervention of G-d!? Ok, I know what you are thinking:

"Well, she got this far, she made it all the way to Eliphornis

and convinced him to eat the food and it's all just crazy!". If

your thinking that then let me rephrase my question. Oil

burning for seven extra days is physically impossible, i.e. you

cannot under any natural circumstances make that happen,

whereas this story can happen - grab some luck and duct tape

and anything can happen! The simple answer is that when we

recognize that Hashem runs the world then natural and

miracle phenomenon are all the same: G-d doing kindness for

us. I would like to propose that under the surface the events of

this story were very miraculous indeed:

Yehudit was a  Jewish widow  who lived in

the city of Modi'in. At the time, Eliphornis

the Greek general, had surrounded the city

and cut off its food supply, 

if  no one would act 

soon then the people 

would starve. Yehudit

went to the camp and fed Eliphornes cheese

and wine. Soon he was exhausted and fell

asleep. Yehudit drew his sword and cut off

his head. With their leader gone, the greek

troops surrendered and ran in panic.    

Yehudit and the MiraclesYehudit and the Miracles 

The city was under siege and

out of food, where did she get

the wine and cheese from?!

She walked out with his head

and no one noticed?! 

He was used to drinking wine

yet this time he fell asleep?!.

How would she get enough

wine during the siege to make

an already heavy drinker pass

out?! 

Shimon and the Elephant
Among the stories of Chanuka we

see the story of the Maccabees,

more specifically Matityahu and his

five sons. This small group of

ragtag rebels had a major influence

on the story of Chanuka and the

war. Their feats, legacies and even

deaths are featured in the stories. I

would like to focus specifically on

one. Shimon Hamaccabee, the

second son of Matityahu, sacrificed

his life to kill an elephant that one

of the generals was sitting on. He

took his spear and stabbed the

elephant from its underside and

was crushed by it. In those days

elephants were comparable to a

modern tank, they were the very

symbol of the power of the greeks.

For this very reason Shimon killing

the elephant was such a

monumental act of heroism.

How did Hashem help the
Maccabees win the war against

the Syrian Greeks??

Falling elephant!Was it their superior
army, perhaps?

No!
_

Falling elephant!Meanwhile...

What?

A. Leslie Morrow, a professor at UNC, explains, alcohol

is a small enough molecule to get through the tissue that

separates your brain from your blood. It targets proteins

including GABA which weaken. Chloride can now enter,

slowing down neural activity, making you sleepy.

Special properties of alchoholSpecial properties of alchohol

YHSA NEWSLETTER

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9  •  K I S L E I V - T E V E I S  5 7 8 0

 

DECEMBER 2019/KISLEV-TEVEIS 5780 PAGE | 04

 

Shimon and the Elephant



Moments of Reflection and 

Self-Actualization

 

Anonymous 10th Grader:

When I was a kid, I went to an out of town school

where I was bullied and called mean names. I was

sad and I was crying. I learned from this experience

to be careful with other people's feelings.

 

Anonymous 10th Grader:

When I was younger, I had a football that I brought

to shul. My father told me to make sure we don't

play with it indoors. A bunch of older kids took it,

played with it, and kept me away from it. I was

trying to get it back but I was too small compare to

them. It made me feel helpless and upset. Looking

back, I realize now how bad it is to bully someone,

especially if they are smaller than you.

 

Anonymous 10th Grader:

When I was in 7th grade, I was once walking

outside in a 60 degree weather. Suddenly, someone

poured cold water on me. I felt very sad and hurt

that there are bullies in the world who do such

things. Based on this experience, I realize how

important it is for people to be nice to each other;

and I will try hard not to  be a bully.

 

Anonymous 10th Grader:

One day I was sitting and peacefully eating my

pretzels. Suddenly, a hand shoved itself into my

bag, and took out a handful of pretzels. I did not

agree to this. I did not want this mean and awful

bully to take my pretzels. I felt very sad that

someone did this to me. I learned from this

experience to be careful not to take someone else's

property without their permission because it is

wrong and because it could hurt their feelings. 
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Hellinism

Hellenism is a weird topic to talk about. A weird

topic indeed.  This topic discusses Jews, that aren't

exactly "Jewish". A little history: “The Jews in

Alexandria, Egypt, were so influential that the

Greek rulers of the Ptolemaic empire became very

interested in Jewish customs, ideas and behavior.”

That got King Ptolemy‘s attention. He saw how

differently the Jews acted from others. He was

curious about the Torah so took 72 Jewish scholars

and made them all translate the Torah. He stated

that if ONE change was spotted he would kill the

person who wrote that. The scholars were

frightened. The Torah was filled with things that, if

taken wrongly, would be a massive blow against

the Jewish religion. For example, in Parshas

Bereishis, it states “Let US make man”. If the

Greeks saw that they would say “There is more

than one G-d!” but that is false. So G-d made a

miracle happen where ALL 72 scholars changed it

to “let ME make man”.   And that is only one

change. There are more changes that I will not go

into. After the scholars finished writing the

translations (note that it was Greek), the Greeks

rejoiced and called the translations the Septuagint,

which means “the 70” in reference to the amount of

scholars who translated it. This translation was the

beginning of the new era. This allowed Greek

culture to begin to seep into Jewish culture. The

Jews all over (including Israel) were affected.

Imagine living as a Jew in a Greek place,

surrounded by Greeks. You see what they are

doing. You are intrigued about the culture, and you

start to ask around. And wouldn't you know it, you

convert, and become even more Greek than the

GREEKS. Wow. amazing. That was the Hellenists.

Hellenists hate Jews more than Greeks actually.

Not cool dudes. Not cool at all. Also Hellenists

were called “Misyavnim” which means “becoming

Greek like” in Hebrew. The message in the

Chanuka story is to fight Hellenism! 


