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It was another successful 
year of learning, as hundreds of 
Mishnayos were learned by the 
talmidim of all the yeshivos in 
Chicago. 

Under the leadership of Rabbi 
Dovid Rifkind and Rabbi Elisha 
Klausner, the constant “pushing” 
of “Mr. Pirchei” Reb Nochi Stein, 
the royalty and generosity of Mr. 
and Mrs. Eric Rothner, donors of 
the Mishnayos program, and Rabbi 
and Mrs. Yosef Davis, donors of 
the “Learn a Seder Mishnayos 
L’kovod Habar Mitzvah,” the boys 
learned over 100,000 Mishnayos 
with great hasmadah and yedios. 
This all called for a celebration. 

Indeed, on Wednesday night, 
9 Sivan/June 12, hundreds of 
talmidim came to celebrate in 
the beloved hall of Yeshiva Ohr 
Boruch–The Veitzener Cheder, 
as representatives of all of the 
in-town yeshivos were ignited 
with the kvod haTorah. 

The evening started with a 
siyum on Seder Nezikin. Follow-
ing the inspirational words of 
Reb Moshe Davis, representing 
the “Simcha Davis Learn a Seder 

The end-of-year siyum cele-
bration for Yeshiva High School 
of Arizona celebrated the com-
pletion of an entire masechta by 
28 bachurim. The ninth-grade 
bachurim completed Masech-
es Megillah; the tenth-graders 
completed Maseches Makkos, 
and 11th- and 12th-graders fin-
ished Maseches Sukkah. 

The last week of yeshivah was 
spent chazering these masech-
tos, and hundreds of blatt were 
learned in that week alone. The 
ruach and feeling of accom-
plishment were apparent on the 
face of each bachur. One student 
said, “I did not think it was pos-
sible, but I finished the chazarah 
of the entire Maseches Megillah 
twice!” Following the actual 
siyum, the bachurim began to 
dance with the Rebbeim and the 
community members joined in. 

Almost 200 people joined 
in the siyum seudah and were 
privileged to hear words of 

End-of-Year Siyum 
At Yeshiva High 
School of Arizona

Mishnayos Awards 
Dinner at Pirchei 
Agudath Israel of Illinois

At the Mishnayos Awards Dinner (L-R): “Mr. Pirchei” Reb 
Nochi Stein; Mr. Eric Rothner; Levi Slavitcki from Cheder 
Lubavitch receiving his certificate; Rabbi Shneur Twersky, 
Menahel of Cheder Lubavitch, and Rabbi Dovid Rifkind. 

A view of participants at the Mishnayos Awards Dinner. 

 At the Mishnayos Awards Dinner (L-R): Reb Moshe Davis; 
“Mr. Pirchei,” Reb Nochi Stein; and Yehoshua Zagorin from 
Hillel Torah Day School, receiving his award. 

Dancing at the end-of-year siyum at YHSA.

Hanhalah of YHSA 
at the end-of-year 
siyum (top row, 
L-R): Rabbi Shraga 
Yankelewitz; Rabbi 
Daniel Gewirtz; Rabbi 
Yona Wohlgelernter; 
Rabbi Gavriel Goetz, 
Menahel, and Rabbi 
Yossie Semel, Sgan 
Menahel; (Seated): 
Mr. David Segal, 
president of YHSA, 
and Rabbi Chaim 
Nosson Segal.

Bachurim from YHSA making their siyum.

Mishnayos L’kovod Habar Mitzvah” 
program, the talmidim enjoyed a spe-
cial elevating message from Harav 
Zev Cohen, Mara d’Asra of Adas 
Yeshurun, who addressed the great 
achievement of these talmidim. 

After the seudas mitzvah, Mr. 
Rothner called upon all the talmidim 
who had earned over 2,000 points 
with their Mishnayos learning, and 
handed them their prize that was a 
glorious tribute to the memory of Mr. 
Rothner’s parents. 

Special thanks are due to Reb Eli 
Newmark and Reb Shimmy Atlas for 
their help in organizing this event. 

inspiration from Rabbi 
Chaim Nosson (Nate) Segal, 
national director of commu-
nity development for Torah 
Umesorah. He spoke directly 
to the bachurim and shared 
with them the message that 
they should be thankful for 
their Rebbeim who are there 
for them, and help them 
through the year’s challeng-
es. He also encouraged them 
by reminding them of their 
greatness and how vital they 
are to Klal Yisrael as bnei 
Torah.


