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Torah Studies
The midpoint of the school year has arrived. The initial flurry of a
new school year has passed, and it is time to look back at the first
half and recognize all the accomplishments and learning experiences
shared by our students so far. They have all been progressing in their
Torah Studies. The 9th and 10th grades are both learning Maseches
Megilla, which deals with the laws and story of the Book of Esther
with a goal of finishing the entire Masechta. The 11th grade is tack-
ling Masechta Berachos,  which is the longest tractate in the Talmud.
All the grades are studying Masechta Gittin in depth and have devel-

oped a strong foundation. Studying
the same Gemara has allowed all the
classes to collaborate and learn
together. Other subjects include Sefer
Shmuel, Shoftim, Hilchos Shabbos,
Jewish History, Kitzur Shulchan
Oruch and Chumash. 

An exciting 10th grade initiative is
an added learning program after
night seder of Maseches Taanis.
Some of the students stayed twice a
week until 9:00PM!

General Studies
Of special note this year is the AP
Government class taught by Mr.
Jeremy Rovinsky. Students partici-

continued on page 2

MID YEAR UPDATES
Our new 9th grade is comprised of a

great group of 7 students from local
Phoenix families. As this is the 5th year
since the inception of Yeshiva High School
of Arizona, this class begins a new 4 year
cycle at YHSA.

Many of you miss seeing the familiar faces
of the first graduating class. The boys are
doing well and are keeping in touch. An
Alumni Parent Association was recently
formed to allow the parents to stay
involved and provide updates on how their
sons are doing.

Please enjoy viewing the enclosed pictures
including participating in a Hachnasas
Sefer Torah in Tuscon, a talk from
Governor-Elect Doug Ducey during guber-
natorial elections, a trip to a milk dairy
farm with Rabbi Aharon
Simkin of
Kehilla
Kosher to
learn about
the laws of
Chalav
Yisroel,  as
well as many
fun outings
such as hikes
and broomball
at Arcadia Ice
Rink to provide
wonderful
bonding and
team building
experiences.

 

GOVERNOR-ELECT 
DOUG DUCEY

WITH YHSA STUDENTS AND MR. JEREMY ROVINSKY



For the first time, students of
Yeshiva High School of Arizona
participated in the "We the
People" program. This competi-
tion tests the students’ knowl-
edge of the Constitution and
the philosophical and histori-
cal foundations and implications of
American citizenship. It is organized as a congressional hearing that
involves recitation of a prepared statement and follow up questions from the
panel of judges. The students participated in an actual court room at the
Phoenix Municipal Court on Monday, December 1.

English Literature: The 9th grade has finished studying the novel Anthem and
the Shakespearean play Much Ado About Nothing and are also writing essays and learn-
ing SAT vocabulary words. The 10th grade has finished studying the novel A Night to
Remember (about the Titanic) and Shakespeare’s play Twelfth Night. They are now read-
ing Elie Wiesel’s novel Night. The 11th grade AP class has been working hard mastering
AP concepts; they are even coming in on Sundays for an extra class! They have fin-
ished studying the Shakespearean play Hamlet and are now reading the novel Pride and
Prejudice.

World History: Students have covered WWII and Postwar America. They are
now deeply immersed in Holocaust studies. Each student has been making weekly 
current events presentations.

Biology:  Students are now studying molecular biology and organic chemistry and
how they play a foundational role in the upcoming units of cellular functions and
genetics. 

Chemistry: Students explored the depths of atomic structure. They learned about
early atomic theories and models, the famous experiments that advanced these theo-
ries and models, the modern atomic model, and the Periodic Table.

Algebra 2: Students developed skills in many areas such as simplifying algebraic
expressions, solving linear equations/inequalities and graphing linear inequalities.
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STUDENTS PREPARE FOR THE 
“WE THE PEOPLE" PROGRAM WITH COACH AND AP
GOVERNMENT TEACHER MR. JEREMY ROVINSKY
“WE THE PEOPLE" PROGRAM WITH COACH AND AP
GOVERNMENT TEACHER MR. JEREMY ROVINSKY

AT PHOENIX MUNICIPAL COURT
“WE THE PEOPLE” COMPETITION

LEARNING WITH
RABBI WOHLGELERNTER

WORLD HISTORY ASSIGNMENT 
WITH MR. ERIC PAWLAK

pated in the “We the People”
competition at the Phoenix
Municipal Court to challenge
their knowledge in the con-
stitution and history of gov-
ernment. The 11th grade is
taking an additional AP class
in English Literature. The 9th
and 10th grade have complet-
ed PSATs and are taking a
SAT preparatory course.
Other subjects include
Algebra 1 and 2, World
History, Art History, Computer
Science, Chemistry and
Biology.

Students [at
YHSA] want to
learn and I feel
as if I can teach
on almost any
level I took in
medical school.”

- DR. SIDHU, 
ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY TEACHER

“



SPECIAL
activities

While visiting my
son in Israel, he felt he
had a solid foundation
compared to boys from
other schools.”

- FATHER OF A YHSA ALUMNUS

“

YHSA gave me so much
to  carry with me no matter
where in the world I am or
where my life will take me.

- AZRIEL SCHLANGER,
ALUMNUS STUDYING IN YESHIVA TORAS SIMCHA, ISRAEL

“
alumni update

FIRST PARENTS ALUMNI EVENT AT THE SEMEL HOME ON CHANUKAH

One of the missions of YHSA is to build the
whole person. Special activities help bring out
many different character traits and encourage
teamwork. The Rebbeim and teachers have
the chance to see their students in a different
setting, which fosters continues growth in
education and in all aspects of the students.
Below are a few of the enjoyable times staff
and students spent together. 

BROOMBALL AT
ARCADIA ICE RINK 

LEARNING ABOUT CHALAV YISRAEL
AT A DAIRY FARM

PIZZA AT LABELLA

CELEBRATING AT ZOYO

ALUMNI IN ISRAEL

FOOTBALL AT GRANADA PARK



Governor-elect Doug Ducey
visited YHSA during the guber-
natorial election. He spoke to
the students as part of the AP

government class and the Leadership
Forum. This was a great educational
opportunity for the students to ask
questions and learn about govern-
ment.

Rabbi Sholom Tendler of
Mesivta Birkas Yitzchok in LA
spoke at the Yeshiva earlier
this year.

Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein
shared with the students a
message of how to be thankful
to Hashem every day.

Rabbi Joshua Levy of Torah Umesorah
taught a lesson on the value of each
person.

Jewish Music Singer, Dovid
Gabay, shared his personal
journey towards becoming a
professional singer and sang a

song together with the students.

LEADERSHIP
forum

The Leadership Forum at YHSA has been a hallmark of education and life's
lessons at YHSA. The students are given the wonderful opportunity to

meet and learn from a diverse group of community leaders in both Torah and
secular forums. 

GOVERNOR-ELECT 
DOUG DUCEY

WITH COMMUNITY
RABBIS 
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YHSA students added to the
simcha of a Hachnasas Sefer
Torah in Tuscon, AZ with
Rabbi Israel Becker of Cong.
Chofetz Chayim.

RABBI SHOLOM TENDLER

WITH YHSA STUDENTS

The
Leadership
Forum provides
me with keys to
success and
important tips
for my life in the
future!”

- YHSA STUDENT

“




