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Young Adult Heritage
Program in Atlanta

The Atlanta Scholars’ Kollel is
hosting a Young Adult Heritage
Program, a phenomenal oppor-
tunity for young adults aged
twenty-two to thirty-five to
upgrade their knowledge of
Judaism. This series of classes
will be held bi-weekly, from
November through May, in
Dunwoody, at the Kollel Dome,
and in Toco Hills, at 1368 Holly
Lane. For information, please
email rabbidan@atlanta
kollel.org, or davesilverman@
atlantakollel.org.

Las Vegas Kollel Simchas
Beis Hasho’eivah

On the second night of Chol
Hamoed Sukkos, the Las Vegas
Jewish community was treated
to a unique and special event as
the kollel hosted a fabulous out-
door simchas beis hasho’eivah in
Tivoli Village, a spectacular out-
door mall in Summerlin, a sub-
urb of Las Vegas.

Over 500 people assembled to
participate in a manner befitting
zman simchaseinu! The crowd, a
mix of Jews of all ages, milled
about, socializing, eating and
generally enjoying the ambiance
of a true simchah shel mitzvah.

Music at the event was provid-
ed by the Ariel Louke orchestra,
imported from Los Angeles,
which performed a great selec-
tion of popular Jewish songs. The
crowd was also fortunate to hear
a special presentation of two
Sukkos parody songs by the kol-
lel’s own youth band. Rabbi
Yehoshua Fromowitz, Rabbi of
the kollel’s new shul in
Henderson, Ahavas Torah
Center, spoke about the meaning
and essence of Sukkos. Overall,
the event proved to be a great
kiddush Hashem and added one
more building block to the archi-
tecture of Torah in Las Vegas.

Rabbi Mechanic 
In Cleveland

Rabbi Daniel Mechanic,
founder and director of Project
Chazon, visited Cleveland on 11
Cheshvan/December 8-9, where
he spoke at the Hebrew Academy
Mesivta, Yavne High School, and
Mosdos Ohr HaTorah. The goal
of his presentation to the stu-
dents was to clearly demonstrate
the truth and authenticity of
Mattan Torah, as well as the fact
that Hashem chose Klal Yisrael
over all the nations of the world.
The students emerged with
renewed confidence and pride in
their Torah way of life and avo-
das Hashem. Rabbi Mechanic
also delivered a workshop to par-
ents and mechanchim. The
inspiring session addressed the
issue of winning over children’s
hearts and minds to the truth
and beauty of Yiddishkeit.

Numerous chinuch issues that
confront parents and teachers on
a daily basis were discussed,
including practical advice on
running an inspiring Shabbos
table and protecting our children
from the dangers of the internet.
Rabbi Mechanic comments: “The
increased limud haTorah and
shemiras hamitzvos that we are
witnessing today is a direct result
of the unprecedented quantita-
tive and qualitative growth of the
yeshivah educational system.
Nevertheless, the motivation for
the frum lifestyle and commit-
ment of many students is
“melumadah” — simply out of
rote and habit, not conviction
and understanding. 

Special Chumash In-
Service at Torah Academy
Of Philadelphia

Chumash teachers from Torah
Academy and Politz Hebrew
Academy participated in a spe-
cial in-service program hosted at
Torah Academy. The teachers
met with Morah Tamar
Nussbaum, the creator of the
L’havin Ul’haskil Chumash pro-
gram used in grades 2-3 (to be
expanding into grade 4). The pro-
gram, developed through the
Consortium of Jewish Day
Schools, focuses on Chumash
skills while also reinforcing the
content and lessons taught in
Chumash class. It also provides
national assessments that allow
teachers to adjust instruction for
every child. Torah Academy is
proud to be at the forefront of
this new program.

Legal Holiday Program 
In Pittsburgh

On Thursday, November 24,
the Pittsburgh Kollel Jewish
Learning Center will host a Legal
Holiday Program, “Exploring
Jewish Cuisine.” This program
will feature a talk by Rabbi
Avrohom Rodkin on “The Origin
and Significance of Classic
Jewish Foods,” from 10:30–11:00
a.m. From 11:00–11:30 a.m. there
will be a large-screen viewing of
the OU’s informative and enter-
taining, “Kosher Bird Video.”

For more information, please
contact the kollel at 412-420-
0220 or e-mail
mail@kollelpgh.org. 

Third Annual Bucks
County Dinner for the
Bensalem Kollel and
Outreach Center

On Tuesday evening,
November 22, the Bensalem
Kollel and Outreach Center will
host its annual dinner. The event
will feature Guest of Honor
Congressman Mike Fitzpatrick.
Mr. and Mrs. Akiva Gutnicki will
receive the Jewish Outreach
Award, and Carole Lear Israel
will receive the Community

Service Award. Stephan
Goldstein will be the dinner
chairman, while the Honorable
Mayor Joseph DiGirolamo and
the Honorable State
Representative Gene DiGirolamo
will be the honorary dinner
chairmen. Adam Levine and
Brandon Schwartz, Esq., will be
the committee chairmen.

For more information, please
call 214-941-0351. 

Philadelphia Community
Kollel Hosts Series 
On Chanukah

Rabbi Chaim Zev Kranz of the
Philadelphia Community Kollel
will give a four-part series in
preparation for Chanukah. He
will explain the background and
pertinent laws of the holiday, giv-
ing just the right flavor to this
beautiful Yom Tov — because
Chanukah is so much more than
dreidels! This class will be held
on Monday evenings, beginning
November 21, at 9:00 p.m., at the
Philadelphia Community Kollel.

Georgia Scholarship Tax
Credit Program Hits $50
Million Cap

With less than two months
left to the calendar year, the
Georgia Department of Revenue
has already pre-approved the
maximum fifty million dollars in
tax credits for donations to
school scholarship organizations
(SSOs). Under the 2008 law, indi-
viduals and corporations receive
a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for
donations to SSOs. Individuals
can receive a tax credit for dona-
tions up to $1,000, while the limit
for married couples filing jointly
is $2,500. Corporations can
receive a tax credit for up to sev-
enty-five percent of their state
income tax liability.

This year marks the first time
the cap has been reached since
the program’s inception three
years ago. However, thanks to
House Bill 325 (Ehrhart), the
limit on the total number of
scholarship donations will begin
to increase next year by the
Consumer Price Index. This
scholarship program has helped
raise more than five million dol-
lars for families choosing to
attend Jewish day schools in
Georgia. Together with our state
and national coalition partners,
we will continue advocating for
an expansion of this program so
that more children can benefit
from these and other educational
opportunities.

Georgia’s scholarship program
won accolades last Thursday
when former Secretary of
Education Dr. Rod Page spoke to
an exclusive group of business
leaders in Atlanta. Dr. Page
emphasized the need for the
entire public to be involved in
public education. He also empha-
sized that monopolies do not
work, including the monopoly of
public education, and that initia-
tives like scholarship tax credit
programs and universal vouchers
help create competition that
inspires excellence.

Coast to Coast Briefs

Harav Sheftel Neuberger, Menahel of Yeshivas Ner Yisrael, on a visit to
Arizona, during which the Yeshivah High School of Arizona held a kumzitz and
melaveh malkah at the home of the Zilcha family. L-R: (top row) Bachurim of
Yeshiva High School of Arizona, with Mr. Ezra Zilcha. (bottom row) Rabbi
Yossie Semel, rebbi; Rabbi Gavriel Goetz, Menahel of Yeshiva High School of
Arizona; Rabbi Sheftel Neubergr; Rabbi Shraga Yankelewitz, rebbi; and Rabbi
Ariel Shoshan, Rav of Ahavas Torah, Scottsdale, Arizona.

With the start of the long winter Motzoei Shabbosos, Avos U’banim programs
are in full swing across the country. Pictured here is the Motzoei Shabbos
Masmid Program at the Philadelphia Community Kollel.

Hatzolah of Philadelphia meets with Philadelphia Fire Commissioner Lloyd
Ayers. Hatzolah of Philadelphia was started by Rabbi Shloime Isaacson and
Mr. Alec Braverstein and has been active for almost a year. Besides being on
call 24 hours a day, they are constantly trying to build a strong connection
between the local city services and the frum community. Harav Chaim Shulem
Isaacson, Nadvorna Rebbe of Philadelphia, is on the far right.

S E N D  U S  Y O U R  N E W S !

Share the latest developments in your community with Hamodia’s
family of global readers. We welcome news and photos from all parts of

the Jewish world. Please fax  to (206) 339-4536 or e-mail to
c2c@hamodia.com by Sunday afternoon.

This past Motzoei Shabbos Parashas Vayeira was the start of the annual Avos
U’banim program in Seattle, Washington. Close to 100 fathers, with their sons,
gathered at the Seattle Kollel to learn together and soak in the atmosphere of a
packed beis medrash.


