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Torah Studies
The school year has culminated with a siyum and celebration mark-
ing the completion of two entire masechtos (tractates) of Gemara. The
students of Yeshiva High School of Arizona have worked diligently to
reach this goal. Mazel Tov! 

Rabbi Yossie Semel elaborates on this achievement: “It has been a
spectacular year. No doubt, on the top of the students’ list is the
completion of an entire tractate of Gemara. The 9th grade has com-
pleted the entire Masechta of Megilla. They have transformed the 62
pages of the Gemara into their own unique work of art that they will
undoubtedly treasure forever. The 11th grade has completed their
third challenging tractate, with the completion of Masechta Sukkah.
What a tremendous accomplishment to have mastered three full
masechtos! It was inspiring to see the students, during the last week
of school, spending hours reviewing and then taking a closed book
exam on the entire masechta.”

In Gemara Iyun, the 9th grade has been introduced to the famous
commentators of the Gemara dating back 1000 years, such as Rashi,
Tosfos, the Rambam, and many others. The in-depth study of
Masechta Bava Kama and the commentators has both challenged and
sharpened their minds and given them tremendous insight and
appreciation into the intricacies of Torah Law.

In Chumash, the 9th grade saw the weekly Parsha in a whole new
light through the eyes of Rashi. 

In Halacha, they have learned many new halachos about the holidays
throughout the year and Shabbos.

In Navi/Prophets with Rabbi Laibel Blotner, the 9th grade completed
the entire book of Shmuel Alef in depth with major commentaries.
The students were expected to define, explain and analyze the
events that occurred during the transitional period between the era
of the Judges and King David's gradual ascent to leadership. Included
in the curriculum was an emphasis on the words and phrases found
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MENAHEL’S MESSAGE
Atruly amazing insight as to what is

the most important Midda/character
trait for a Jew to attain is found in the
Orchos Tzadikim (The Path of the Righteous).
He writes, "iumrv ,snc vkukf vru,v kfa",
which means that the whole Torah is
included in the character trait of “will” or
the desire to improve. The Orchos Tzadikim
explains that “will” is needed in order to
accept advice from a friend, recognize it as
the truth and be willing change one’s ways
accordingly. Interestingly, this is also the
reason why our forefather Yaakov merited
the Twelve Tribes. Yaakov listened to his
parents’ advice when they said to go and
find a wife.

We all aspire to fulfill the message of the
Orchos Tzadikim. As we look back over the
year, it has been a pleasure to see how the
students really embraced opportunities to
grow and had a tremendous desire to
improve constantly. This became apparent
in the newly formed school-wide PRIDE
program.  With the students’ involvement,
we defined character traits based on the
acronym P.R.I.D.E. for Preparedness,
Respect, Inspiration, Diligence = Excellence
(see inside of Highlights) and how they are
expressed throughout the day. The
students took on new initiatives in
personal growth and team building in a
very positive way. May Hashem instill in all
of us the desire to continuously develop
our Middos personally and towards the
greater goal of building the entire Jewish
People.

Wishing you a wonderful summer,
Rabbi Gavriel Goetz

 



in Navi that are currently used in con-
temporary rabbinical lexicon.

In Jewish History with Rabbi Gavriel
Goetz, the 9th grade started this year
with an important overview of Jewish
History from creation until today.  They
studied in depth about the Jews in
Babylonia and the Geonic Period, and
when the Jews went to Spain and
Western Europe. The students learned
about the great people who made a
major difference in our history with a
focus on Rav Saadya Gaon and his strug-
gles with the Karaites. The year conclud-
ed with the students writing a report on
a great historical personality and the dif-
ference that person made to our history.

In Hebrew Language with Rabbi Shraga
Yankelewitz, the 9th grade developed
their skills in Hebrew grammar, including
sentence structure and proper format.
The students enjoyed seeing their
progress when, at the end of the year,
they were able to construct an original
Hebrew speech and present it to the
class.

In Gemara Iyun with Rabbi Yankelewitz,
the 11th grade studied Masechta Bava
Kama in depth with the commentaries of
the Rishonim and Acharonim. This tractate
deals with the fascinating topic of
responsibility for damages caused by
someone's animal or property. This year,
the students enjoyed a daily Hachana
Seder (independent preparation program)
which empowered them with the skills to
analyze the difficult subject. 

In Halacha, the 11th grade has covered
much of the intricate laws of cooking on
Shabbos as well as an in depth look at
the laws of Kiddush. The students have
learned the materials with the text of the

Mishna Berura
(Rabbi Yisroel
Meir Kagan,
1828-1933) and
have become
fluent at read-
ing this com-
plex text.

In Mussar/Ethics with Rabbi Ariel
Shoshan, the students have studied
Nesivos Shalom, explanations of the week-
ly parsha by the previous Slonimer
Rebbe, Rabbi Shalom Noach Berezovsky
(1911-2000).  The textual study has been a
passionate and energetic experience for
Rabbi Shoshan and the students.

In Navi with Rabbi Yakov Bronsteyn, the
11th grade students finished a two year
project of learning Sefer Shmuel. The stu-
dents developed an in-depth perspective
on how righteous people such as Dovid
Hamelech, Shaul, and Shmuel Hanavi
navigated through extremely challenging
and demanding situations. 

General Studies
An A.P. option was added to this year’s junior science class, which
featured hands on experiments, dissections and research papers. In AP
Biology with Dr. Ari Meerson, the 11th grade explored mammalian and
human anatomy, as the last major unit of the year's curriculum. This
unit was also the most interactive and involved metabolism labs and
dissections of many animals including frog, starfish and even a fetal pig.
The Advanced Placement students have taken the AP exam and are
eagerly awaiting their scores.

Mr. Darren Schwartz taught math at three different levels ranging from
linear equations to solving complex logarithmic equations. Students
have exceeded expectations
in both the Algebra 1-2 and
Algebra 3-4 classes. The
students challenged each
other through positive
competition to discover the
answer or create mathe-
matical rules based on their
findings as a class. 

In Modern American
History with Mr. Carlos
Robinson, the 11th graders
learned about modern his-
tory that included historical topics from the post-World War II era. Some
of the topics covered were the Korean and Vietnam Wars. The students
read articles, held classroom discussions, watched documentaries, and
did multiple essays on different topics and historical figures from this
modern era.

In World History, the 9th graders took a fascinating journey learning
about the first cities and cultures in Mesopotamia, Chinese empires,
African kings, raiding Vikings, Aztec warriors, peaceful Hindus, and
many other civilizations throughout time.

In English Literature with Mr. Michael Craite, the 11th grade has com-
pleted a study of Emily Dickinson and the late 19th-century writers.
Some of the highlights of the class have been considering the various
outlooks on life and literature seen in the Puritans, the American
Romantics and the Transcendentalists.  

The 9th grade has learned the elements of literature through reading
classic works, as well as studied vocabulary, grammar and formal 
writing skills. Most of the students would list Homer’s The Odyssey as 
an important highlight of the year.    
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ACCREDITATION
YHSA has been accepted by Advanced Ed to its accreditation program.
At the start of next year, we are looking forward to becoming fully
accredited. Accreditation enables universities to filter those individuals
who have obtained a quality education from an accredited institution
from those who have not.

  

“
It has been said that time flies
when you are having fun, or…

maybe just when you are in Yeshiva. 
This past year felt quicker yet more
accomplishing than ever.”

-11TH GRADE STUDENT

STATE CAPITAL
AT THE ARIZONA



SPECIAL

P.R.I.D.E.

activities
This year the students of YHSA enjoyed a
wide variety of special activities. Some
were, in recognition of the various
achievements of the students, others, as
team building opportunities but often,
simply as a bonding experience between
students and their teachers.

In January, the Yeshiva partnered with
Mrs. Rachel Hoffer from Leadership
Adventure Program (LAP) to take the
students to One Day Adventures, a
rope-course on South Mountain aimed
at building leadership skills and team
building. The trip was a reward for
working on noticing the positive in
their peers and complimenting others
throughout the first half of the year.
Everyone had a memorable team
building experience.

In March, the Yeshiva hosted six post-
high school students from Ner Israel
Rabbinical College in Baltimore, who
came for two weeks to study Torah as
well as to mentor and encourage the
students of YHSA. One of the high-
lights was an overnight stay at
Jackpot Ranch, a huge indoor/
outdoor campsite in Camp Verde
equipped with a baseball field, 
basketball court, lots of open fields,
and an amazing indoor game room.
The memory of the late night baseball
game, scavenger hunt and other 
competitions will not fade quickly.

Other trips this year included:

>  Arcadia Ice Arena
>  Arizona State Capital
>  Sedona Retreat
>  San Diego/La Jolla Shabbaton

YHSA P.R.I.D.E. is a new initiative that has been designed to help 
students learn to recognize appropriate behaviors in all aspects of 
being in the Yeshiva and life in general. The students helped create and
define the positive behaviors of P.R.I.D.E, which stands for Preparedness,
Respect, Inspiration, and Diligence = Excellence. In Hebrew these behaviors
are marked as: Muchan, Kavod, Hislahavus, Hasmada = Metzuyan.

Focusing on “P” for Preparedness in the classroom, the students were chal-
lenged with recording each day they were perfectly on time and ready in
their seats. After passing a certain goal they earned a trip to the Arizona
Department of Transportation to learn more about time management.

Focusing on "R" for respect, the students worked on a special project aiming
to see the positive in each other. Each student recorded on a card every
time he said something positive to a friend or did a favor for someone. The
students went on a fabulous team-building trip at One Day Adventures in
recognition of their success.

Working on “I” for inspiration in the Beis Medrash entailed recording the
neatness and dignity each student displayed in their proper attire at each
Tefilla. After reaching a certain marker, each student was rewarded with a
beautiful new tie.

“D” for Diligence was noticed at the end of the year with a
challenge of noting each uninterrupted half hour
of study for the Masechta review and year-end
finals.  Every student reached his goal.

in the community
YHSA invited the entire Phoenix/Scottsdale communities
to celebrate the dedication of its first Sefer Torah, 
dedicated by Mr. and Mrs. Shaya Semel and Mr. and Mrs.
Yaakov Segal in memory of David and Ruth Semel, Z"L.
More than 300 members of the community joined in the
delicious buffet and danced with the lively procession in
the streets. Many participated by writing the final letters in
the Torah together with Rabbi Zvi Holland.

The Student Council ran two community projects this year
to raise money for student activities: Sukkah Building -
the students built Sukkahs for members of the community;
and a Pre-Pesach Car Wash to prepare cars for a
chometz-free Pesach.

The annual Shabbaton in Scottsdale was beautiful and
inspiring. The Friday night oneg at the home of Mr. and

Mrs. Jacky Sebag, the community lunch at Ahavas Torah
and the Melava Malka at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Larry
Zier all made the Shabbos very special.

The YHSA Shavuos Learning Program with K-8 boys in
the community was a great opportunity for the students to
try their hand at teaching a lively group of over fifty young-
sters. 

In February, the students visited Kivel, a home for Jewish
seniors. They enjoyed playing board games and talking.

YHSA students spent a day at Phoenix Hebrew Academy
and at Torah Day School of Phoenix mentoring the fifth
and sixth grade students. Some students have dedicated a
time on Sundays to learning with kids in the Bucharian
Jewish Community atShaarei Tzion Ohel Bracha. 



Rabbi Abish Horowitz, The Spinka
Rebbe of Williamsburg, shared with
the students a valuable message
about their uniqueness in having the
opportunity to study in Yeshiva.

Rabbi Shalom Storch of Torah
U’Mesorah, the National
Society for Hebrew Day
Schools, motivated the stu-

dents with a talk on the importance
of setting goals and sticking to them.

Rabbi A. Moshe Possick,
Director, School and Personnel
Services of Torah Umesorah,
spoke about the value of serv-

ing Hashem with happiness and exu-
berance. 

Rabbi Zamir Cohen, chairman
of Hidabroot organization,
inspired the students with his
message of the value of a life

true to Torah and Mitzvos.

Rabbi Yigal Chaimoff of Yeshivat Ohel
Simcha, in Queens, NY, shared a mes-
sage with the students about feeling
important in our Jewish profile and
the uniqueness of each Jew.

Dr. Chuck Matlin talked to the stu-
dents about his experience as a sur-
geon and the value of planning a
future profession. 

Mr. Marc Kelman from the
Jewish National Fund (JNF)
talked about how the JNF is
involved in the average day of

an Israeli. He encouraged the stu-
dents to support the development of
Israel. 

Mr. Oren Stein, a World War II
veteran and a recipient of five
purple hearts, visited the
school on Veterans Day and

explained the contrast between
today’s positive view towards Jews
and how negative it was before World
War II.

Mr. Goeff Harris, managing
director of Meridian Capital
Group, Scottsdale office, spoke
about the importance of

health and fitness. His personal train-
er gave personalized instruction on
how to make use of YHSA’s fully
stocked workout room.

Mrs. Hellen Handler, a Holocaust sur-
vivor, told her stirring story about her
journey into the concentration camp
Birkenau when she was fifteen and
her experiences when she came to
America.

Mr. Stuart Wachs, President of
The Jewish Community
Association of Greater Phoenix,
instilled in the students a mes-

sage of good leadership.

Dr. Glen Sanders explained to
the students the consequences
of abusing drugs and spoke
about a family member who

died because of drug abuse. 

Prof. Jay Shechter spoke to the stu-
dents about his father, Rabbi Philip
Schechter, ob”m and how he was so
devoted to Torah. He talked about the
student scholarship fund he is setting
up in his father’s memory.

LEADERSHIP
forum

In Woodshop, taught by 
Mr. Marvin Glazer and 
Mr. Gustavo Mendoza, the 
students built their own 
shtenders/ tabletop lecterns.
These professional-style 
shtenders take months to
build to perfection and 
the students learned
tremendous diligence,
patience and skill.

Karate is offered on Tuesday
evenings at the YHSA with
Dr. Paul Block and Sensei
Scott Harrow. The students
of YHSA, along with a group
of middle school boys from
the community, have shown
tremendous progress this
year in their skill at self-
defense as well as learning
self-control and endurance
which is the essence of
Karate.

In Guitar class with Rabbi
Yudi Moskowitz, the 
students advanced in an
understanding of guitar 
theory including the 
relationship of chords to
scales and bar chords as well
as lead guitar techniques.
The sounds of music can be
heard wafting through the
halls of YHSA as the 
students play and even 
compose in their free time.

In PE class with Mr. Avigdor
Horowitz, the students
worked on improving their
aerobic fitness. The weekly
workouts combined aerobic
sports fitness with 
suspension training to 
give muscular endurance.
The overall goal this 
year was to enjoy 
physical fitness and 
to recognize its 
importance.

The Leadership Forum has been a hallmark of YHSA since inception. This
program has brought many community leaders and inspirational speakers

to the school this year to share important lessons with the eager students. 

Community Rabbis who have spoken at YHSA’s Leadership Forum this year included:
Rabbi Mendy Deitsch of Chabad in Chandler, Rabbi Isaac Entin of the Phoenix Hebrew
Academy, Rabbi Shmuel Field of Torah Day School of Phoenix, Rabbi Yisroel Isaacs of
Beth Joseph Congregation, Rabbi Raphael Landesman of Shearim Torah High School
and Cong. Ohr HaTorah, Rabbi Shalom Lew of Chabad in Glendale, Rabbi Reuven
Mann of Young Israel of Phoenix, Rabbi Pinchas Nisanov of Shaarei Tzion Ohel
Beracha, and Rabbi Ariel Shoshan of Ahavas Torah.

MR. OREN STEIN 
WITH YHSA STUDENTS
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