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Torah Studies
Inspiration is one of the key middos/traits that the students of YHSA
work on in their Torah Studies. By participating, asking questions
and finding the relevance of the Torah in their lives, the Torah
becomes alive. A highlight of inspiration in the Beis Medrash/study
hall this year was the new Aron Kodesh, Bima and Amud, beautifully
handcrafted and custom designed. The students celebrated with
teachers, parents and board members as they danced the Torah to its
new location.

Some highlights from Torah Studies this quarter include:

Gemara Bekius
Highlights in the 9th grade with Rabbi Yossie Semel include finishing
the entire Masechta of Mishna Taanis. The students will continue the
study of the Gemara Maseches Taanis, which deals with the rele-

vance of rain and the laws of fasting in times of
drought.

The 10th grade with Rabbi Shraga Yankelewitz is
well into Gemara Maseches Taanis and has
learned so many amazing Torah lessons about
rain that they are wondering why rain is so scarce
in Phoenix! 

The 12th grade with Rabbi Wohlgelernter has
been studying Maseches Sotah, which deals with
the laws of an unfaithful relationship and how it
was dealt with in the Temple period. Studying
this difficult Masechta has been a challenging
and rewarding enterprise.

The goal of studying Gemara Bekius is to com-
plete these tractates by the end of the year and cel-

ebrate with a siyum event. The students develop a strong vocabulary,
develop their Gemara reading skills and become familiar with the
topics discussed.
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FIRST QUARTER
The first quarter at Yeshiva High School

of Arizona has concluded with an
array of academic accomplishments of
which the students are justifiably proud.
They have achieved an impressive number
of goals and have enjoyed many special
moments.

This year the Yeshiva welcomes Mr. Eric
Pawlak, who has joined the staff as
General Studies Principal and History
teacher. Mr. Pawlak has 17 years of experi-
ence as an educator, having served as a
Principal/Assistant Principal for 11 years at
local schools including SIATech Charter
High School as well as a Social Studies
teacher for six years. 

In addition, Mr. Ari Parkhurst has joined
the staff as our Chemistry/Biology teacher,
Dr. Olena Robur is teaching Pre-
Calculus and
Mrs. Cindy O’
Brien is our new
English
Literature
teacher. 

Rabbi Yonah
Wohlgelernter,
formerly a mem-
ber of the rabbinic
faculty at the
Phoenix
Community Kollel,
has been a valu-
able addition to
YHSA and teaches
12th grade Torah
Studies.



Gemara Iyun
In Gemara Iyun the entire student body
is working on mastering Gemara
Kiddushin with the major commentaries,
which deals with the technical and philo-
sophical aspects of the Jewish wedding.
By studying the Gemara on a deep and
analytical level the students are develop-
ing valuable skills and Torah knowledge.
In addition, some of the students have
dedicated extra hours after school to
learning more of Maseches Kiddushin on
their own or with a chavrusa/study part-
ner with a challenging goal of completing
the entire masechta by the year’s end!

Jewish History
In Jewish History with Rabbi Gavriel
Goetz, the 9th grade students have cov-
ered a general overview of the 5,774 years
of Jewish History and are now focusing
on the periods of the Geonim and
Rishonim.

Navi
The 10th grade completed the third chap-
ter of Shmuel Beis. The class discussed
the story of King David and his army
fighting against the army of Ish Boshes.
They analyzed what motivated each of
them and the outcome of the war.

Halacha  
In Halacha the 10th grade has mastered
many of the Halachos pertaining to the
proper time for the morning Shema as
well as the details regarding accurate
pronunciation and proper intent while
reciting Shema.

Mussar
The 10th grade has been studying Orchos
Tzadikkim, a work on Jewish ethics writ-
ten in the 15th century by an anonymous
author. They have covered a unit on
mercy, humility and quietness and have
written essays and practiced theoretical
exercises on each topic.

Each Tuesday, the 12th grade learns
Nesivos Shalom with Rabbi Ariel
Shoshan. The essays they have studied
this term, from the volume on Bereishis,
have highlighted practical paths in over-
coming life's spiritual challenges, using
the lives of the Avos as a guide.

Hebrew Language
The students in the 9th grade have cov-
ered present tense verbs as well as the
rules of masculine and
feminine words
and their excep-
tions.  In addi-
tion, they have
become familiar
with basic sen-
tence structure
and have
advanced in their
vocabulary.

General Studies
There were many General Studies highlights this quarter. Of special
interest are the academic accomplishments of the 12th grade students.
Although many of the seniors will be studying next year in Israel or in
another Torah learning program, they want to be fully equipped to
attend a prestigious college when the time comes.  This year, the senior
class is taking an online college course on English Composition through
Rio Salado College as well as A.P. (Advanced Placement) English
Literature with Mrs. Cindy O’ Brien that gives the students additional
college credit. The 12th graders have been embracing the AP English cur-
riculum wonderfully; they did a fantastic job on their first AP-style timed
essay (on Hamlet's soliloquy). As Mrs. O’ Brien noted “I've never seen
students write such good AP essays on a first try!”  

World History and American History
The 9th grade students have been studying world events of the 1940s
including Japan’s Economic Rise, China in Revolution, A Divided Korea,
South Asia and how the Philippines won independence from the United
States. 

The 10th grade students have discovered the leading factors that caused
the Great Depression, including: over-speculation, uneven distribution of
income and wealth, over-production, and buying goods on credit. They
learned what life was like in the 1930’s and each student wrote an essay
describing life as a teenage boy during that time.  

Biology/Chemistry
The 9th grade students, with Mr. Ari Parkhurst, completed the introduc-
tion to cell structure and function.

The 10th grade completed an introduction to the concept of the atom
and stoichiometry (balancing chemical equations).

Art History
In the 10th grade with Mr. Shaya Schimel, the students discussed a con-
textual approach to Art History, as well as Paleolithic cave paintings,
Neolithic cave paintings, and Neolithic Architecture.

The 12th graders undertook a survey of Baroque Art from England,
France, Spain, Italy, Flanders and the Netherlands.

English Literature
The 9th graders with Mrs. Cindy O’ Brien finished reading the book
Anthem, by Ayn Rand. They also completed a grammar packet (on
verbs, direct objects, and indirect objects).

The 10th graders also finished reading the book Anthem, completed a
grammar packet (on punctuation, parallelism, and modifiers) and
took their first SAT vocabulary test.

Math
The 9th grade with Mr. Darren Schwartz is taking Algebra 1 and is
currently working on solving linear equations and inequalities.

In the 10th grade the students are working on transforming shapes
through rotations, translations, and reflections in Geometry class.
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SPECIAL
activities

As a way of celebrating the
completion of Mishna Taanis,
the 9th grade went Kayaking
on Tempe Town Lake.

Everyone had a great time at
Arcadia Ice Arena playing
Broomball and trying to
avoid falling on the hard ice!

After a major test in Gemara
Bekius, the 10th grade
enjoyed a hike up Squaw
Peak Mountain to get some
exercise and appreciate the
stunning view.

The new Aron, Bimah
and Amud complete our
Beis Medrash after four
years!”

-SENIOR STUDENT

The students enjoyed building Sukkahs in the communi-
ty once again this year.

Some of the students have been tutoring kids in the
community as a way of helping out and sharing their
learning with younger students.

Many students volunteered at the Cong. Ohr HaTorah
youth minyan to assist the children with the davening.

The annual Scottsdale Shabbaton was an inspiring week-
end spent with the community of Ahavas Torah. On Friday
night the students met at the home of Mr.and Mrs. Jacky
Sebag for a Sefardic-style oneg in which the Spinka Rebbe
of Williamsburg also joined. The students enjoyed a deli-

cious barbeque at the
home of Rabbi and
Mrs. Rob Glazer on
Motzei Shabbos.

On Thursday
evenings, Rabbi Goetz
has begun an exciting
Torah class at the
Yeshiva with fathers of
the students.  Everyone
is enjoying the “back to
school” feeling while
learning the same subject in Gemara as their own sons.

ACCREDITATION
We are looking forward to becoming fully
accredited by Advanced Ed. Although
YHSA has been accepted by Advanced Ed
to its accreditation program the school still
must prove that it meets all standards.
Accreditation enables universities to filter
those individuals who have obtained a
quality education from an accredited insti-
tution.
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Rabbi Sholom Tendler, Rosh Yeshiva
of Mesivta Birkas Yitzchak, presented
a demonstration called “the Seven
Wonders in Jewish History” which
examines the prophetic messages in
the Torah and how they came true to
life throughout history.

Rabbi Shalom Storch, Founder
of Machon Aluf Binah in
Lakewood, NJ, shared a mes-

sage with the students about the trait
of zerizus/ alacrity and how to
achieve this ethical goal.

Rabbi Dovid Orlofsky, lecturer
and educator, taught the stu-
dents, in a challenging and
witty way, of the need to ask

themselves the pointed question:
Why be Jewish? He provided some
valuable tools to answer this simple
but essential question.  

Rabbi Shmuel Field, Principal of Torah
Day School of Phoenix, spoke before
Yom Kippur to inspire the students
with his powerful message and sto-
ries of personal growth.

Rabbi Zvi Holland, Kashrus
Administrator at Star K
Kosher, shared a message of
perseverance and dedication

by telling students the story of our
forefather Avraham and the lessons
we can learn from his life.

Mr. Tom Horne recounted his
duties as the Attorney General
of Arizona.   He related that
his Jewish background -

including his family's escape from
Hitler - greatly influenced his pas-
sionate ideas about education and
politics.

Mr. David Segal, YHSA President of
the Board, spoke at orientation early
this year and reminded all the stu-
dents of the importance of represent-
ing the Yeshiva and always reflecting
the proper attitudes of a student of
Torah.

LEADERSHIP
forum

As part of the Leadership Forum at YHSA many distinguished visitors and
members of the community have spoken to the students and inspired

them with valuable life lessons.  This quarter the students have been privileged
to hear from the following guests:

PROF. JAY SCHECTER
WITH YHSA STUDENTS
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Every Wednesday evening
the students enjoy the newly
formed inter-mural basket-
ball leagues .The games are
played at Sunnyslope
Community Center and are
coached by Mr. David Lobel.

Karate, taught by Sensei Dr.
Paul Block and Sensei Scott
Harrow, continues this year
on Tuesday evenings. A few
of the students have already
received awards this year.

THE RABBI PHILIP
HERBERT SCHECHTER
A"H SCHOLARSHIP
FUND
A new scholarship fund has
been founded this year. The
Rabbi Philip Herbert
Schechter A"H Scholarship
Fund was dedicated by Mrs.
Estelle Schechter & Debbie
and Jay Schechter. May it be
a merit for the neshama of
ctz ktrah crv ic ohrpt ohhj crv.


