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Torah
Studies
Perseverance, diligence,
and the great feeling of
accomplishment can be
visibly perceived in the
bustle of Torah study
during the last week of
Yeshiva High School.
After the final test on
Tuesday morning, they
will celebrate this
accomplishment along
with the rest of their
academic achievements
with a Siyum Dinner.
Mazel Tov!

In Gemara Iyun, all of the grades worked on mastering
the subjects in Maseches Gittin with the commentaries
of Rishonim and Acharonim. 

In Gemara Bekius, 9th and 10th grades finished
Maseches Megilla.  The review for the Masechta Bechina,
the final exam on the entire Masechta, began after
Pesach. The 11th grade completed the entire Maseches
Berachos. A group of the 10th graders used hours of free
time this year to complete Maseches Taanis as well.
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Dear Friends, Community Members and Partners,

We have had an amazing year at YHSA, and you
can be proud of your boys who have become

true Bnei Torah. If you were to ask: what happened to
each student? What transpired in each class? The
answer, perhaps, in one word, would be: growth.

The Maharal of Prague, Rabbi Yehuda
Loew, says that the Torah’s name for
mankind, Adam, seems to be degrad-
ing. Adam, which means earth,
implies that humans are as lowly as
dirt. Why does the Torah refer to
mankind as “dirt” for all eternity? The
Maharal answers that in reality this
name carries a positive lesson for all
mankind. From the seeds which we
plant in the earth, an unlimited
amount of fruit can grow.  Hard work is
involved at times to yield the fruit, but
the name "Adam" reminds us of our
great potential to grow.

This year, we have seen the Juniors
grow to be leaders. Sophomores have
grown into young men with a sense of
mission and responsibility. Freshmen have taken on
the challenge of a rigorous dual curriculum and have
been successful. Each student has grown in middos
and a sense of leadership.

We look forward to the students’ continued growth at
the Yeshiva with the addition of Rabbi Daniel Gewirtz,
who is joining us as the 12th Grade Rebbi.

May we continue to celebrate the growth of the young
men of our community.

Rabbi Gavriel Goetz
Head of School

 

HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS MR. ABRAHAM LANGER 

AND MR. ARNOLD NEWTON WITH YHSA STUDENTS

RABBI GOETZ AND STUDENTS CELEBRATING 

“TORAH AT THE TABLE” PROGRAM INITIATIVE



Our General Studies program readies our students
for their future education. Several of our alumni
were accepted into honors programs.

This year students were challenged to reach new heights. The 10th and 11th
grades were offered AP Government and AP English Literature and
Composition. 11th grade had three separate tracks in its math program with
each student focusing on what he needs to accomplish at his level. 

English Literature: Mrs. Cyndi O'Brien’s 9th grade studied the fol-
lowing literature: Anthem, Pearl, Much Ado about Nothing, and Night. The 10th
graders studied A Night to Remember, Night, Twelfth Night and Jungle. The 11th
graders completed AP English Literature and Composition this year and
studied Hamlet, Pride and Prejudice, and Crime and Punishment. 

World History:
Mr. Eric Pawlak’s 9th
grade class covered a
wide range of history
beginning with the
French Revolution and
concluding with the
Cold War. A special
unit on WWII and the
Holocaust included
powerpoint presenta-
tions. The WWII and
Holocaust Curriculum
was made available
by SRP funding
awarded to YHSA as
one of fourteen recipients of the 2014/2015 Social
Studies Grants.

Biology:  Mr. Ari Parkhurst’s class explored major topics of cellular biol-
ogy, biochemistry, and genetics through a rigorous and evidence based
study of experiments that led to the development of these fields.

Chemistry: The class developed advanced problem solving and applied
algebra skills through exploring 1st year chemistry topics. 

Economics: Mr. Joshua Schimel’s classes studied in-depth exploration
of Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, and Global Economics. 

Algebra 3/4: Dr. Olena Robur’s 11th grade covered Equations and
Inequalities, Linear and Quadratic Functions, and Trigonometric Ratios.
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CHEMISTRY CLASS WITH MR. ARI PARKHURST

WOODWORKING WITH
MR. ELIYAHU ICKOVIC

LEARNING WITH 8TH GRADERS AT PHA

In Mussar Class the 10th grade worked
on biographies and excerpts of the clas-
sic works of the Baalei Mussar/Mussar
Movement. The 11th grade studied
Nesivos Shalom by the late Slonimer
Rebbe zt"l in  Rabbi Ariel Shoshan's
Mussar/Chasidus chaburah which meets
once weekly. 

In Hebrew Language with Rabbi Shraga
Yankelewitz, the 9th grade developed
their skills in Hebrew grammar. 

In Navi with Rabbi Laib Blotner, the 9th
grade completed the entire book of
Shmuel I with commentaries. The 10th
grade concluded Shmuel II with Rabbi
Yonah Wohlgelernter.  The 11th grade
studied the entire Sefer Shoftim with
Rabbi Yakov Bronsteyn.

In honor of Shavuos, Rabbi Yossie
Semel’s 9th grade produced a packet of
inspiring Divrei Torah to share with the
community.

Biur Tefilla/Understanding the Prayers is
a class given daily by Rabbi Gavriel
Goetz after Shacharis. Students took
turns preparing and delivering the daily
lesson, helping them build public speak-
ing skills.

My 
son got into 
honors 
college! 
The Yeshiva
has done an
exceptional
job.”

“
AT THE CAPITOL



SPECIAL
activities

I enjoyed how
we bonded on the
Sedona hike.”

- YHSA STUDENT

“

alumniupdate

FIRST ALUMNI CLASS JOINS TOGETHER AT THE KOSEL DURING RABBI GOETZ’S VISIT 

This year the students of YHSA enjoyed a
wide variety of special activities. Some
activities were in recognition of various
achievements or as team building 
opportunities, and others were a bonding
experience between students and their
teachers. It is always a pleasure to see
smiling faces of students as they 
enjoy time outside of the classroom 
and then bring that enthusiasm 
back to school.

PADDLEBOARDING IN CORONADO, CA 
AT THE ANNUAL CALIFORNIA SHABBATON

OVERNIGHT AT JACKPOT RANCH, CAMP
VERDE WITH BEIS MEDRASH PROGRAM

HIKING OAK CREEK CANYON ON THE ANNUAL SEDONA RETREAT

YHSA’S COMMUNITY LAG BAOMER BONFIRE 

ENJOYING SEGAL’S DINNER AT JACKPOT RANCH RETREAT

EITAN LEV LEARNING WITH RABBI GOETZ

SEDONA RETREAT WITH BEIS MEDRASH BOCHURIM

After an inspiring year of Torah study in Israel we 
welcome our first graduating class back to Phoenix: 
Adi Curchitser, Sam Kaye, Eitan Lev and Avi Rosengard as
they pursue the next stage of their lives. They will always
have a place to learn and grow at YHSA! We would also
like to applaud those who are returning for a second year
of study in Israel for Shana Bet: Moshe Fabbi, Danny
Wilder, Azriel Schlanger, Yosef Bronsteyn and Mordy
Perlov. We wish them all much Hatzlacha.



Rabbi Shmuel Dishon, Dean of
Mosdos Yad Yisrael Karlin and
Mashgiach of Yeshiva Stolin
Karlin, Brooklyn, NY shared

Torah insights.

Rabbi Avraham Stulburger,
Rosh Yeshiva of Valley Torah
High School, discussed chal-
lenges that face youth today.

Rabbi Chaim Nosson (Nate)
Segal, Director of Community
Development and Outreach
Department for Torah

Umesorah, motivated the students to
grow as Bnei Torah.

Rabbi Dovid Orlofsky, lecturer
and educator, taught in a witty
way the importance of every
detail in the Talmud.

Dr. Walter Poor spoke about
the essential relationship
between Science and Torah.

Mr. Les Rubinstein spoke
about the value of investing
and shared fascinating
vignettes about his portfolio.

Mr. Gary Torgow, Chairman,
Talmer Bancorp, Inc., and
President of Yeshiva Beth
Yehudah in Detroit, spoke

about the value of Jewish leadership
and charity in the community.

Mr. David Weiner, President 
of the Jewish Community
Foundation of Greater Phoenix
and Weiner Insurance, Inc.,

inspired the students with a message
about the importance of community
involvement and hard work.

Dr. Charles Krischer shared 
his personal story of survival 
during the Holocaust.

LEADERSHIP
forum

The Leadership Forum has been a hallmark of YHSA since its inception. This pro-
gram has brought many community leaders and inspirational speakers to the

school this year to share important lessons with the eager students. The students have
been extremely privileged to hear from so many experienced leaders and speakers.
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FIRST ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY 
BIKE-A-THON
The YHSA Community Bike-
A-Thon held at Mountain
View Park was a spectacular
community event with three
levels of bike trails. Many
YHSA students raised money
by getting their rides spon-
sored and rode the entire 24
miles.

I am always
impressed with
how well
behaved YHSA
students are and
how respectful
they are to their
teachers and
adults in 
general. 

- DR. MARTY MOLLEN

“

We students at YHSA had the
honor of having two Holocaust

survivors come and speak about their
experiences.  We met 91-year-old Mr.
Arnold Newton who lives for part of
the year in Phoenix. Mr. Abraham
Langer, 96, was visiting from Toronto,
Canada. We had the opportunity to
hear them share their amazing stories
about how they survived during the
war. 

They were joined by Mr. Langer's
son-in-law, Dr. Hirsch J. Ziegler, DDS,
who was born in a Displaced Person’s
camp after the war. After Mr. Langer

and Mr. Newton finished their talks, an
unbelievable thing developed right in
front of our eyes and the past history
of these individuals became inter-
twined. Dr. Ziegler told us how his
mother survived on account of a kind
family from Krakow. They graciously
brought his mother along with them
when they escaped as she was the
teacher and nanny for their kids. It
occurred to Dr. Zeigler that perhaps
Mr. Newton, who also lived in Krakow,
might know them. Suddenly, Mr.
Newton’s eyes lit up, and he
exclaimed, “Of course I know that fam-

ily! They are my cousins!” Dr. Zeigler
became very emotional and proceeded
to thank Mr. Newton on behalf of his
mother. 

We were amazed and felt privileged
to see the lives of these speakers inter-
connect. We felt like we were part of a
larger picture of the Jewish people.

STORIES SPIN TOGETHER 
Holocaust Survivors’ Written by

YHSA 
students 




